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Coconino County Attcrney
Flagstaff, Arizona

Dear Sir: h“\l
The Attormey General acknowledzes receipt of your
letter of April 7, 1200, wlth resposct to the interpre-
tation of A.R.S. & 11-297, as that scetion was inter-
preted by this offlce by a lettor oninicn rendered on
May 13, 1959 to Mr. Alvin ¥. Krupp, County Attorney of
Graham County. '

The opinion o1 ithils office rendered on Moy 13,
1959, has agaln been reviewed. Phe opinlon is now

concurred in, upon tiwe factual situation upon which it
was based.

Arizona Revised Statutes, § 11-207, limits the
hospital cervices uhiich are there authopized to indie
gonts who are resldonts of a particular county for the
preceding 12 months, except 1o tiw particular instance
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speclified in the statute, which is, “tieopt in emerpency

cases when immedlate hospitalization or modleal care
is necessary for the prescrvation of 1ife or ligbh, #es"

Undoubtedly, Ly the cnactment of the statute, the
Legislature considered that the preservaticn of life
or limb in emergency cases was ol such humnanltarlian
import that indigency and residency nast yleld to the
exlgency of the situation. Such nmust be the inter-
pretation, otherwise there would be no occasicn for
including the words quoted above in the statute.
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Jones v, Santa Cruz County, 72 Arlz. 374, 236 P.
24, 301, In the opinton of Che Attorney General, does
not rcach the question here invoived. The emerrency
provislion of A.R.S. § 11-207 was not under conslders
ation. The principal question was: Does the board of
dupervisors have the vower to provide maintenance and
care for the sick of the ecounty who are not denendent
nor Indigent? Certalnly the board or suNCIrvisors, as-
the cpinica recites, had no such pouer.

That caae cannot stand for the nroposition that
an indigent person who 18 not a resident of the county
i3 not cntitlcd to heoupitalization and medleal care
when & qualiilied physiclan determincs that an cuergency
exists which s necessary for the presemutlon of life
or limb, , '

Vory truly yours,

UADE Cromem
‘The Attorney Genoral

LESLIE C. HAXDY
Chiei Assistant
Attomey General

LCH:bh




